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Institute.
Results
In the following sections, a detailed description of the results in the three major areas of natural products-derived monomers is
presented.
E poxidized 0ils
Previously, we reported that a wide variety of epoxidized natural These esters can then be epoxidized using phase transfer epoxidation. An example is shown in the following equation. The general route for the synthesis of these monomers is given in the following series of equations. By analogy with the corresponding vinyl ethers, we would expect that the toxicology of these propenyl ethers would be similarly very low.
Because of the many attractive features of these new monomers, we believe that they have a very promising future as commercial products.
Among the many applications of interest are paper coating applications such as photocurable inks and adhesives which require very high cure rates.
Epoxidized Natural Rubber and Terpenes
Natural rubber is available from many different plant sources.
We are now able to conduct the facile, phase transfer catalyzed epoxidation of this material in a controlled manner to introduce as many or as few epoxy groups into the molecule as desired. 
